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Galerist proudly presents ‘Why depend on space and time’ the first solo exhibition in Turkey 
by leading British artist Shezad Dawood. 

Dawood's work explores the multiple possibilities engendered by the play between cultures, 
histories and fictions and the deconstruction of the notion of authorship. Working through film, 
neon and painting, he juxtaposes discrete systems of image, language and narratives to 
reveal and create, actual and imagined moments of congruence, synergy and intensity. In 
recent years, Dawood has been especially interested in mapping conceptual coordinates 
derived from the worlds of science fiction and the occult onto the wider world. 

‘Why depend on space and time’ comprises two film works and a related body of large neon 
and small textile works.  The exhibition is conceptualized as a series of quantum 
configurations, that is to say a series of obliquely connected points, each of which manifest a 
related but unique coming-together of concept and matter, form and colour. Different lines of 
connection can be traced between these points: one path is aesthetic, linking the geometric 
patterns and colours that occur in the short film 7669 to the reconfiguration and reappearance 
of those forms in the series of drawings on textile fragments, to the complex neon works, that 
themselves play on the 1980’s high-point of urban, neon alchemy. All of which, in turn, map 
the contours of digitally-rendered 3-D modeling – in the digital animation I’m so in, I see Ravel 
– revealing the continuum between the analogue use of pattern and the digital artifact that 
runs behind the exhibition. Another narratively driven path reveals the works’ common 
engagement with the themes of dream and trance-like states and their relation to the 
proposed existence of an underlying world of hidden knowledge, a longstanding line of 
enquiry of Dawood’s that touches on the Platonic, Gnostic and Sufi traditions.  

 

ABOUT SHEZAD DAWOOD 

Shezad Dawood’s work has been exhibited internationally, including the Museum of Modern 
Art, New York (2015); Taipei Biennial, Taiwan (2014); Marrakech Biennial, Morocco (2014); 
MACBA, Barcelona (2014); Witte de With, Centre for Contemporary Art, Rotterdam (2013); 
Modern Art Oxford (2012); Busan Biennale, South Korea (2010); Tate Britain, London (2009); 
and the 53rd Venice Biennale, Italy (2009). Most recently, Dawood has held solo exhibitions 
at Pioneer Works, Brooklyn, New York (2015); Parasol Unit, London (2014); and OCAT Xi’an, 
China (2014). His feature film Piercing Brightness (2013) was exhibited widely at international 
festivals, is distributed by Soda Pictures on Blu-ray/DVD and iTunes, and was screened at 
the Museum of Modern Art, New York. 

Dawood is a Jarman Award nominee (2012), and one of the winners of the Abraaj Capital Art 
Prize (2011). 


