
                                                                                  

 
 

  

GİZEM KARAKAŞ 

‘YOUR LAST CHANCE TO VISIT STUDIO!’ 

 NOVEMBER 20 – DECEMBER 19 2015 

OPENING: NOVEMBER 20, FRIDAY 19:00-21:00 
 

When travelling through dark and difficult territory it’s always a good idea to have a guide.  When 

Dante travelled through the underworld, he had Virgil, Rome’s greatest poet, on hand to lead him 

safely through the treacherous paths of the Inferno. Now, Galerist is pleased to offer you, for a limited 

time only, Gizem Karakaş as your personal guide through the cesspool that is the art world, which, as 

everyone knows is made up in equal parts of vanity, idiocy, pretention, greed, wonder, fun, beauty 

and, just occasionally, intelligence. 

 

Comprising video, sculpture and interactive installations, ‘Your Last Chance to Visit Studio’, Gizem 

Karakaş’ first solo exhibition, is a fitting finale to the program at Studio, Galerist’s project space, set 

up in collaboration with Kameleon.  

 

Employing the kind of sharp, critical instincts that animate the Institutional Critique movement, with 

the added bonus of a highly developed sense of humor, Karakaş dissects the art world and the 

problem and process of being an artist.  

 

In videos performances such, ‘I am TÜRK, Gavin TURK’ and ‘You Go Baldessari!’, Karakaş stages 

performance that simultaneously pay tribute and gently mock their famous subjects and also 

dramatize Karakaş’ own role as a young, aspirational artist. Indeed a comically exaggerated sense of 

artistic insecurity and neurosis runs, brilliantly, through the show, subtly pointing the finger at the kind 

of bullshit that keeps the art world going.  

 

In a brilliant example of life following art’s cues, another, earlier, video work by Karakaş ‘Fuat 

Eşrefoğlu Eating A Lahmacun’, which lampoons and includes footage from a 1982 film of Andy 

Warhol eating a burger, is distributed to visitors in DVD form along with an article written by a Danish 

journalist who saw Karakaş’ work and promptly accused her of plagiarism.  

 

Elsewhere Karakaş reveals a second role that she plays, that of Visual Communications and Artist 

Liasion at Galerist. Using a forehead mounted Go-Pro camera she videos an internal gallery meeting 

about her own show, whilst ‘Actually / Truths and Lies About the Exhibition’ comprises of a list of 

affirmations about the show that viewers are invited to identify as true or false. One of them is this: 



                                                                                  

 
 

  

“At one point during the process of putting together this exhibtion I decided I wasn’t actually an artist, 

which made me wonder if other artists question also their artistry or if only believers become artists.” 

 

As with all the best satire, a serious intent lies beneath the humor of Karakaş work – the desire to 

question where value and substance can be found in the strange world of contemporary art. 

 

GİZEM KARAKAŞ 

 

Gizem Karakaş completed her undergraduate studies in Arts Plastiques et Sciences de l’Art (Fine 

Arts) in 2009 and received her graduate in Arts et Medias Numérique (Arts and New Medias) in 2011 

from Université Paris I Panthéon Sorbonne. In 2014, her video ‘Attention! Attention!’ was selected for 

the Moving Image Presents section of the Moving Image Istanbul art fair.  She participated in group 

shows including ‘Bring Your Own Beamer’, Pera Museum, Istanbul (2015),  ‘Akbank Contemporary 

Artists Prize Exhibition’, Akbank Sanat, İstanbul (2014); ‘Formless, Fluid Reality in New Media Art’, 

santralistanbul Energy Museum, İstanbul (2014); ‘Young, Fresh, Different 4′, CDA Projects, İstanbul 

(2013), ‘The Incredible Live Streaming Found Footage Show’ (as part of Hors Piste Festival, new 

media performance series), Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris (2011). Karakaş has been developing 

collaborative projects, as ‘Medyartiz’ with Etem Şahin since 2009. Some of their performance works 

were shown at Art International, Alternatives Section (Istanbul), Polistar (Istanbul), Maquis Projects 

(Izmir) and Sütüdyo (Izmir).  

 

Gizem Karakaş works and occasionally lives in Galerist since 2012. 

 

GALERIST STUDIO 

Studio is a project and exhibition space created and run by Galerist in collaboration with Kameleon. It 

is located on Müellif Street, which connects Galata and Şişhane and comprises of 60 square meters 

of exhibition space in a historic, late 19th century building. 


