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Galerist, is pleased present ‘I Can’t See You While You Sleep’ by Ali Emir Tapan at the 

project space in Asmalımescit. The artist will realize a performance on April 11th exposing the 

transformation of the soap sculptures. An experiment in self-destruction and the idea of 

rebirth utilizing urban elements, the exhibition will be on view between 11 – 21 April, 2014. 

Instead of a conventional white cube space, Tapan occupies a bare location that is still under-

construction to reflect the experimental and process-based essence of the piece. ‘I Can’t See 

You While You Sleep’ consists of three parts, which exist symbiotically: ‘The Dogs’, ‘The 

Chorus’ and ‘The Signal’. ‘The Dogs’ are sleeping sculptures of stray dogs made of soap. 

“The Chorus’ consists of painted electronic guitars and amplifiers producing feedback. The 

feedback from each guitar is arranged to give a note, all four notes producing the Tristan 

Chord. ‘The Signal’ is a light installation programmed to flash the message “I can’t see you 

while you sleep” in morse code to the outside world like a mantra repeated silently over and 

over again. the mantric rhythm is present in the “illuminated” sentence, interacting with ‘The 

Chorus’ synesthesically. Ali Emir Tapan’s work is a reenactment physical world transforming 

into a mystical and poetic state.  

About Ali Emir Tapan: 

As a graduate of the German High School, Tapan grew up with Rock’n Roll, coffee house and 

tavern cultures in Beyoğlu district of Istanbul, which was the meeting point of people from 

diverse cultural backgrounds. After studying Intellectual History at Connecticut College and 

getting his MFA degree at Central Saint Martins School of Design, he opened his first solo 

show ‘Discreet Intimacy’ in 2008. His works has been included in group exhibitions, ‘Minor 

Truths’ curated by Elif Kamışlı at Egeran Gallery and ‘Le Jardin de la Speculation Cosmique’ 

curated by Fatoş Üstek at Galerist, in addition to international art fairs such as Art Dubai and 

Art Athens Tapan’s most recent solo show, ‘Perfect Day’ too place at Galerist in 2013. 

Tapan’s imagery possesses a wild originality that refuses to reconcile with both everyday 

reality and the reality of the artist. Referencing his inspirational sources from music, cinema, 

literature and philosophy, the artist characterizes the cultural and visual ‘bastardness’ in his  



 

 

 

                                                                                      
 

  

 

works as a deliberate ‘ancestoral adoptation’. He emphasizes the ‘slip/accident’, the potential 

for change through violence in his works and explains “....even a process that is naturally 

violent can be applied with grace.” 

 

For detailed information and high resolution images | Müge Çubukçu | mugecubukcu@galerist.com.tr 


